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COSMIC COLLISIONS AND 100 OTHER WAYS 

THE UNIVERSE IS TRYING TO KILL YOU!

20 MIN TALK + Q&A | INTRODUCTORY AND OVERVIEW | GERMAN

How often do you think about the Universe? Perhaps you enjoy stargazing away from the city. Maybe you 

enjoy going to the planetarium. Perhaps here in Berlin you forget about space entirely under the light 

polluted sky. Maybe, however, you should not brush aside what is happening out there so quickly. A cosmic 

collision most likely created the system of Moon and Earth as we know it today. A cosmic collision killed the 

dinosaurs. For the last 65 million years there has been relative cosmic peace around Earth; allowing the Earth 

to adapt, and eventually for humanity as we know it to evolve. The Universe does not play favorites though, 

and it is only a matter of when, not if. So what prevents the Universe from ending humanity? Or rather, maybe 

we should be asking what could bring humanity to the same fate as the dinosaurs. Join Tim Florian Horn, 

President of the Stiftung Planetarium Berlin and Director of the Zeiss-Großplanetarium, as he explains just 

how the universe is trying to kill us.
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TIM FLORIAN HORN
DIRECTOR, ZEISS-GROSSPLANETARIUM

Tim Florian Horn has been director of the Zeiss-Großplanetarium in Berlin since 

2014 and is founding director of the Planetarium Berlin Foundation. After 

studying multimedia production and astronomy, he worked at planetariums in 

Kiel, Hamburg and at the California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco, where 

he developed planetarium programs, exhibitions, learning modules and courses. 

Tim Florian Horn brings a wide range of technical, artistic and analytical skills to 

his work, translating the latest research results into scientifically correct, 

informative and visually stunning immersive presentations.
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